


Why we go?

•For the chance to experience new and exciting outdoor and 
adventurous activities.

•To encourage a greater degree of co-operation and teamwork with 
each other.

•To develop their independence and to encourage more of a ‘have a 
go’ attitude.

•For them to have the opportunity to use and develop a variety of 
skills which they may not have demonstrated (or even realised they 
possessed) before.

•To enjoy spending time with their peers…and also with other 
adults.

•To take responsibility for their own conduct, behaviour, various 
tasks and duties around the centre during the week.



Activities 

• Target sports - Air Rifle Shooting and Archery (Barn and Field)

• Gorge Walking

• Abseiling

• Climbing

• Assault Course/Zip Line 

• Various team building challenges 

• Camp Craft (Dhoon Glen)

• Coastal Walk

• Water Sports - Canoeing, Kayaking, Sailing (Boating Lake in 
Ramsey)

• Raft building - and racing (Boating Lake in Ramsey)



Risk Assessments 

•Full Risk Assessments (by School and the Venture Centre) have 
been completed for the trip and have been sent off to the Local 
Authority. The Venture Centre is on Manchester LA’s approved list 
of providers for this type of visit.

•Fully qualified/trained instructors (also acting as group leaders) 
lead all of the activities. A senior member of the centre staff 
oversees our whole school group for the duration of the visit.

•All Saints staff are always supervising and are always available if 
needed, getting involved with the activities if appropriate.

•All of the centre staff are fully first aid trained.

•Night duty staff from the centre are on call and are available 
throughout the night - as are the school staff.



Traveling to and from the IOM

•We’re using Manchester LA approved coach companies with 
seat belts for all parts of the journey.

•Children will not be allowed up on deck on the ferry under 
any circumstances – supervision will be very closely controlled.

•School contacts: in the first instance Mrs Barlow and then Mrs 
Tennant. We will also have their out of school hours phone 
numbers.

•We will contact school so you can be informed of our safe 
arrival at the centre. 

•We will also contact school if we are going to be late back on 
Friday so you are informed.



Travel schedule for going to the IOM

•If at all possible (to help the children move their luggage) it 
would be a great help if their suitcases/holdalls etc had 
wheels on. 

•We’re leaving school at 7.45am on Monday 20th May 2019. 
Please try to be at school for 7.15am (7.30am at the very 
latest) so that we can collect money and medication etc and 
depart promptly.

•The ferry to Douglas leaves Heysham at 11.15am and the 
journey is just over 2 hours. 

•Please could you provide your child with a packed lunch for 
Monday’s journey, but not too much as we’ve had a few food 
related ‘issues’ on the boat over the years caused by eating 
too much.

•We’ll arrive in Douglas at about 3.00pm, where we’ll be 
collected by coach and will arrive at the centre for about 
4.15pm.



Travel schedule coming back from the IOM

• We have to be up very early on Friday 24th May 2019 to 
leave the Venture Centre to get to the ferry port. Children 
are given a breakfast bag by the staff at the Venture Centre 
for the ferry journey home. 

• The ferry will leave Douglas at 7.30am, arriving in Liverpool 
at 10.15am. We’ll then be collected by coach at Liverpool and 
will return to school.

• We should be back at school for around 11.45am. If there are 
any changes, we’ll make sure that you’re notified. The 
children will be shattered so it is important that they are 
collected and taken home on our return. 



When we arrive at the Venture Centre

•There will be a meeting for the children when they arrive at the 
centre (with their group leaders) outlining the expectations 
surrounding their conduct and behaviour during the week – and 
the resulting sanctions if any of the centre rules are broken.

•There’s also a fire drill once the children are settled in at the 
centre.



What is provided by the Venture Centre

• A full and comprehensive health & safety briefing and 
instructions for the children before each activity 
commences.

• 3 very good/substantial home cooked meals every day.

• Transport around the island to the different locations that 
will be needed - mini bus, electric trams, safe guided 
walking.

• A packed breakfast for the journey home.

• Sleeping bags and pillows.

• A tumble drying service for wet clothes. 

• All the necessary and appropriate health and safety 
equipment for the various activities that your children will 
be taking part in: e.g. safety helmets, life jackets, 
climbing/abseiling equipment etc.



What the children need to bring

•You should have already had a kit list. If you want another one 
please ask after the meeting and I will get you another one. 

•All kit should be named as this would greatly help staff when it’s 
being handed back out after it’s been tumble dried.

•The kit is going to get very wet and dirty throughout the stay at 
the Venture Centre. 

•We can’t be responsible for anything that is lost or damaged. 



ALLOWED

•Disposable cameras and 
waterproof watches.

•Reading material/small travel 
games for the journeys.

•£10 pocket money (maximum) 
for each journey for 
shopping/gifts.

•£6 for the centre tuck shop 
for Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday - that’s £2 a day.

NOT ALLOWED

• Mobile phones/digital 
cameras/smart watches.

• IPods/MP3 players. 

• Hand held games consoles. 

• Hair dryers/straighteners!

• Any other electrical items -
there are no electrical 
sockets in the dormitories 
anyway.

• Hidden supplies of 
confectionary in luggage!

PLEASE HAND IN ALL MONEY TO MRS CASEY IN A NAMED ENVELOPE ON THE 
MONDAY MORNING (£26) AND IT WILL BE DISTRIBUTED TO YOUR CHILD AS AND 

WHEN NEEDED.



Medication

•These need to be completed and returned to school as soon as 
possible. They are very important as we have to send them to the 
Venture Centre electronically in the days before we go.

•Children should carry their own inhalers during the week at all 
times…a check will always be carried out by the instructors before 
each activity starts.

•We are now recommending that all of the children take some form 
of travel sickness medication before both ferry crossings: they can 
be a bit “bumpy’. We have spoken to the School Nursing Team and 
they have told us that it is ok for us to buy the medication and for 
you give your consent for us to administer it to your child. It saves 
us having 20 individual packs of the same medication and saves you 
some money too!

•Any other medication is to be handed to Miss Caveney on Monday 
morning in a clearly named plastic bag with the required dosage 
and the completed consent form.



And finally…

•Our children always thoroughly enjoy themselves during the week 
and it is very rare indeed for anyone to be homesick.

•In order to encourage their independence, there are no facilities to 
phone home and we would rather parents didn’t contact the Centre 
(unless it’s an absolute emergency). If for any reason at all we do 
need to contact you, then rest assured we will.

•Have a look at www.adventure-centre.co.uk if you want to find out 
more about the Venture Centre before the trip.

•During the week, remember to keep an eye on:

•Our School Website: www.allsaintsnh-pri.manchester.sch.uk

•Our Year 6 Twitter Feed: https://twitter.com/Year6Allsaint

….for up to date photographs and reports of how your children are 
getting on. The wifi connection can be a little slow so please bare 
with us we will try and upload photographs in the late 
afternoon/evening. 

http://www.adventure-centre.co.uk
http://www.allsaintsnh-pri.manchester.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/Year6Allsaint

