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Art and Design Policy 
At All Saints we believe that Art and Design stimulates creativity and imagination. It 
provides visual, tactile and sensory experiences and a special way of understanding 
and responding to the world. It enables children of all ages and abilities to 
communicate what they see, feel and think through the use of colour, texture, form, 
pattern and different materials and processes. Children become involved in shaping 
their environments through art and design activities. They learn to make informed 
judgements and aesthetic and practical decisions. They explore ideas and meanings 
through the work of artists and designers. Through learning about the roles and 
functions of art, they can explore the impact it has had on contemporary life and that 
of different times and cultures. We believe that the appreciation and enjoyment of the 
visual arts enriches all our lives. 

Aims 

At All Saints C of E Primary School we encourage children to: 

• Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences. 
• Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and 

design techniques. 
• Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and 

design. 
• Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the 

historical and cultural development of their art forms.   

Through the teaching of Art and Design we will also: 

• Continuously give the children new experiences that results in them having 
wider vocabularies. 

• Encourage the children to improve their application of different language 
structures. 

• Ensure that children are applying their understanding of mathematical skills 
and concepts. 

• Make units of learning link with Personal, Social, Health and Economic 
development. 

• Develop critical thinking skills through collaborative problem solving. 
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Art and Design Guidelines 
1. Assessment 

Assessment in Art and Design supports the general principles and procedures set 
out in the school’s Assessment and Feedback policies as well as the specific 
assessment expectations laid down in the following guidelines. 

Teachers use the ‘Continuing the Art and Design Journey’ document to assess 
children’s work against the standards shown for each age range. A portfolio of work 
illustrating these standards is currently being collated to enable teachers to make 
accurate assessments.  As this document covers objectives from EYFS to UKS2, it 
enables teachers to select next steps in learning depending on the assessments 
made.   

2. Curriculum 

All subject policies, guidelines and learning progressions in All Saints C of E Primary 
School must be written in a manner which meets the following principles designed by 
the teachers. 

• Teachers can continuously and accurately assess the attainment of all 
children. 

• Teachers are easily able to select learning objectives that match the 
attainment of different groups of children (including children who have SEN or 
EAL). 

• There is a clear progression of targets that enable the children to self-assess 
their learning. 

• Specific language structures and key vocabulary are given a central position 
in all units of learning. 

• There are frequent opportunities for the children to use their mathematical 
learning in all subjects. 

• Children are given regular experiences of learning outside of school and with 
visitors. 

• Learning progressions and schemes of work encourage the children to learn 
and think like a scientist, historian, geographer, artist, designer, musician, 
programmer etc. 



• Units of learning are given a purpose, context and audience and include many 
collaborative problem solving tasks. 

• Any policies, guidelines or progressions should be written for adults with 
limited confidence, subject knowledge or experience. 

• There is an accessible bank of resources that adults can use to deliver the full 
range of learning objectives in subject progressions. 

2.1 Foundation Stage 

The school follows the ‘Development Matters in the EYFS’ document which enables 
the school to fulfil the requirements of the ‘Statutory framework for EYFS’. Our EYFS 
curriculum incorporates the themes of unique child, positive relationships and 
enabling environments. 

The areas of Development Matters that relate to Art and Design are: 

• Exploring and using media and materials  
• Being imaginative  

2.2 Key Stage 1 and 2 

The school has developed a progression of skills and concepts that are designed to 
cover the National Curriculum and also address particular areas for development for 
the children in our school. These strands are organised in the following way: 

1. Exploring and Developing Ideas 
2. Evaluating and developing Work 
3. Drawing 
4. Digital Media 
5. Painting 
6. Printing 
7. Textiles 
8. 3D 
9. Collage 

 
Key Stage 1  
Pupils are taught to:  
• use a range of materials creatively to design and make products; 
• ︎use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their 

ideas, �experiences and imagination; 
• develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 

texture, line, shape, form and space; 
• appreciate the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, 

describing the differences and similarities between different practices and 
disciplines, and making links to their own work. � 

 
 

Key Stage 2  
     Pupils are taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of 

materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different 
kinds of art, craft and design.   
 



 
     Pupils are taught to:  

• create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and 
revisit idea; 

• improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, 
painting and sculpture with a range of materials (e.g. pencil, charcoal, paint, 
clay); 

• appreciate great artists, architects and designers in history.   

 

3. Planning 

3.1 Long and Medium Term Planning 

The school has developed the ‘Continuing the Art & Design Learning Journey’. 
Within this document the subject has been broken down into different strands in 
which learning objectives are organised by year groups. It is a teacher’s 
responsibility to use formative assessments as well as age-related expectations 
when selecting challenging learning objectives for all levels of attainment. 

Drawing - as well as building on specific drawing skills from the progression it 
should be included in every unit as a starting point for exploration of ideas. 

Digital Media - should be linked to Computing.   

Painting, printing, textiles 3D and collage all need to be covered within a 2- year 
period (Y1-2, Y3-4, Y5-6). 

   
3.2 Unit Planning 

1. MOTIVATION / STIMULUS - Children evaluate work of artists linked to the strand/ 
medium being used. 

2. GENERATE IDEAS - Children sketch own ideas based on given stimulus. 

3. EXPERIMENT AND MAKE - Experiment with materials and techniques to produce 
own artwork based on work studied/ stimulus. 

4. EVALUATE / REFLECT- Children reflect on their own and classmates’ work and 
say what they would do differently/again. 

3.3 Short Term Planning 

During lessons children would be expected to evaluate a stimulus, practise 
techniques or create their own art work, and evaluate what they have done within the 
lesson to say what they have learnt, difficulties they have encountered and what they 
would do differently or next time to improve their work. Children should be 
encouraged in every lesson to use and understand specific artistic language and be 
able to use this vocabulary in structured sentences. 

This structure may vary depending on the task given, as creating artwork using some 
mediums may take longer to complete than others. Therefore more time will be 



allocated to these tasks.     

 

4. Teaching and Learning 

Teaching and Learning in Art and Design supports the general principles and 
procedures set out in the school’s Teaching and Learning policy as well as the 
specific expectations laid down in the following guidelines: 

The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in Art and Design lessons. 
Our principal aim is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in 
Art and Design. We ensure that the act of investigating and making something 
includes exploring and developing ideas, and evaluating and developing work. We 
do this best through a mixture of whole class teaching and individual/group activities.  

Teachers draw attention to good examples of individual performance as models for 
the other children. They encourage children to evaluate their own ideas and 
methods, and the work of others, and say what they think and feel about them. 

We give children the opportunity within lessons to work on their own and collaborate 
with others, on projects in two and three dimensions and on different scales. 
Children also have the opportunity to use a wide range of materials and resources, 
including computing.  

We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ability in all our classes, and 
so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the 
challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of 
strategies including setting common tasks that are open-ended and use a variety of 
responses and deploying additional adults to support the work of individual children 
or small groups. 

5. Equal Opportunities 

Provision in Art and Design supports the general principles and procedures set out in 
the school’s Accessibility, SEND and Behaviour policies as well as the specific 
expectations laid down in the following guidelines. 

For those children who are learning at a cognitive level below the expectations for 
their year group it is the responsibility of the class teacher, in liaison with the SENCo 
where necessary, to select learning objectives that match the attainment of the child 
and adapt the provision for those children appropriately. This may involve using 
learning objectives from earlier year groups. For children in Key Stage 1 this may be 
from EYFS objectives or for children with significant SEN needs this may involve the 
use of P Scales. Both the EYFS objectives and P Scales are recorded at the 
beginning of the learning progression booklet.  

6. Learning Environment 

Children should be provided with interesting and stimulating works of art on display 
which encourage them to ask questions about how and why they were created so 
that this can inform their own decision making process to create their own artwork. 



Technical language should be displayed around the room and language structures 
should be made available, for example questions and possible response openers, to 
help children understand and use this vocabulary appropriately to articulate their 
ideas.  

The children should be given the opportunity for their work to be displayed so that 
others can see it, evaluate it, it provides a purpose and allows individuals to gain a 
sense of pride about their work.  

Tables should be covered to prevent damage and children provided with art shirts to 
protect their own clothes. Depending on their age, children should be encouraged to 
look after equipment by washing and storing materials appropriately after use.   

7. Homework and Parental Involvement 

Homework in Art and Design supports the general principles and procedures set out 
in the school’s Homework and Parental Involvement policies.  

8. Resources 

A supply of materials and resources needed to deliver the curriculum is currently 
kept in the Art and Design cupboards located on the infant corridor.  

These are stocked with all necessary materials, which staff can access as and when 
needed, for example: paint, paintbrushes, clay, pencils, oil pastels, printmaking 
materials, glue and a variety of papers. Materials can be taken away to classrooms 
and should be returned for other classes to use once units have been taught.  

If any supplies are used and need to be replenished staff should make a note of this 
on the list provided. This list being checked regularly by the Art and Design Leader. 

Resources for the study of the work of artists, crafts peoples and designers should 
include class based references e.g. artefacts, books, prints, postcards, videos, web 
links and wider community based references such as museum galleries, cathedral, 
churches, buildings, sculpture trials, local artists, crafts people and designers. 
Resources used for the study of artists should be drawn from a broad range of 
traditions, cultures, time and places. 

9. Health and Safety 

Provision in Art and Design supports the general principles and procedures set out in 
the school’s Health and Safety policy as well as the specific expectations laid down 
in the following guidelines: 

Staff will plan their work with regard to the health and safety of all pupils depending 
on the materials being used.  

Care should always be taken when cutting and teachers must only provide materials 
and tools appropriate to the age and ability of the children. This includes wearing of 
appropriate safety gear e.g. using gloves and goggles when working with wire or 
ceramics for mosaics.  

Teachers will make children aware of the hazards of certain materials for example 



avoiding inhalation of dust when using clay.  

The Art and Design Subject Leader should be consulted when staff are concerned 
about any health and safety aspects of an activity. 

10. CPD and Monitoring 

The subject leader is responsible for auditing the confidence of teachers in delivering 
the policy and guidelines and monitoring the standards of teaching and learning 
across the school. They must ensure that new members of staff are made aware of 
important documents and provide support where needed so that there is consistency 
in terms of approach and expectations. 

At least once each term the subject leader will conduct a scrutiny of learning using 
the children’s folders and teacher’s planning before providing feedback to the rest of 
the teaching staff. At the end of each academic year the subject leader will analyse 
the formative and summative assessments submitted by class teachers to inform 
their judgements on attainment and progress.  

On an annual basis the subject leader will complete a digital evaluation tool of all 
areas of the subject which then forms the basis of the position statement and action 
plan. Within the action plan the subject leader will identify areas for INSET. These 
documents are then submitted to the Curriculum Lead who will use the collated 
findings to inform the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) when they are writing the 
School Improvement Plan (SIP) and setting future priorities. 

INSET and lesson observations will be dictated by the school’s cycle of monitoring 
and development planning set out in the SIP. 

Helen Percival 
Art and Design Subject Leader 
November 2015 
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